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Minutes of Meeting 

Location:  Causeway Bay Sparwood 

       Red Cedar Room 

Date: Dec 5, 2018 Time:  9:00 a.m.  
– 12:30 p.m. 

Purpose:  Second 2018 Biannual Meeting Version:  Final 

Attendees:  See attached  Issue date:   February , 2019 

 
The meeting began shortly after 9:00 am 
 

Introductory Remarks 

Chair, Anita Palmer, welcomed the attendees and identified the location of exits, muster point and 
restrooms. 

Vickie Thomas provided a welcome to the Traditional Territory of the Ktunaxa. 

Scott Robinson provided a safety share, reminding anyone who decorates real trees for Christmas to 
keep them well watered. Otherwise, if they catch fire, they will burn more quickly than a piece of paper. 

Anita followed with introductions of the Steering Committee members and invited the other guests to 
introduce themselves.  She noted that Helga Katrichak was in attendance to understand the meetings 
and to see if she will take on the administrative pieces of the Initiative, such as the taking and 
completion of meeting minutes. 

Communities of Interest Advisory Initiative (COIAI) Update – Anita Palmer, Chair 

The Steering Committee continues to have productive quarterly meetings.  Items of discussion include 
childcare, youth and local employment, healthcare, education, housing, community safety, the 
environment and the Ktunaxa Nation. 

Teck in Review (see attached) – Danielle Wiess, Lead Social Responsibility 

Some of the topics covered in the Teck update were Teck’s consistent long-term strategy, the focus on 
innovation including water strategy innovations and facts about steel-making coal. 

Teck Feedback Report/Other – Sharon Strom 

Since the last Partners’ meeting held July 12, 2019 Teck received 104 separate feedback items of 
concern: 

July 26 rain event  11 
Sept 30 snow event  12 
General dust   23 
Dirty vehicles in community 16 
Grave Lake dust     9 
Highway haul EVO/CMO 33 
 
Cal McDougall suggested that residents must have an increased comfort level with submitting their 
concerns to Teck. 
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Teck Coal Mountain Operations Closure Update (see attached) – Kevin Podrasky, Manager Closure 

Kevin provided an update on Coal Mountain Operation’s closure and reclamation schedule.  He noted 
that mining in 6 pit ceased in September 2018 due to geotechnical instability in the West high wall.  

DB – Q – Is a possible failure of the high wall a threat to people? 
KP – A – If the wall fails, the material will land in the pit. 
 
Shar C – Q – Is the intent to decommission the plant? 
KP – A – The plant will go into care and maintenance mode for a number of years.  Upon closure of the 
operations, office building and other structures will be removed. 
 
DB – Q – Is Coal Mountain Operations Phase 2 no longer a consideration? 
KP – A – There is still something there but no advancement is considered at this point. 

 
Community-based Water Monitoring Program (see attached) – Ayla Bennett, Program Manager,  
Elk River Alliance 

Ayla shared the goals of the Community-based Water Monitoring program and provided background on 
the Lizard Creek and Alexander Creek projects.  Next steps include some revisions to the monitoring 
strategy based on feedback received, contributing to the Water Data Hub and publishing a summary 
report of the 2012-2018 data collected.  For more information on Elk River Alliance go to: 
https://www.elkriveralliance.ca 

East Kootenay Columbia Community Investment Cooperative (see attached) – Sean Campbell, General 
Manager, Community Futures East Kootenay 

On behalf of the East Kootenay Columbia Community Investment Cooperative (EKCCIC), Sean Campbell 
with Community Futures shared information on the newly launched program.  Topics included investing 
locally and mobilizing local capital, how the program works, governance and eligibility for investors and 
borrowers.  More information can be found at:  www.EastKootenayColumbia.com 
 
Shar C – C – There is a successful cooperative in the Crowsnest Pass but it is RRSP and TFSA eligible.   
Sean C – C There are different regulations between provinces and the working group that assisted with 
set up determined some of the structure of the EKCCIC. 
 
Mainroad Shift into Winter Campaign (see attached) – Joe O’Connor, MainRoad 

Joe O’Connor presented on Mainroad East Kootenay winter operations speaking about the company’s 
responsibility and the new service area boundary.  The pros and cons of different types of anti-slip 
products were reviewed, along with some positive changes and some challenges Mainroad faces.  
Answers to frequently asked questions were provided.   The key points about the Shift Into Winter 
Campaign were discussed including some safe driving tips.  For more information on the campaign, visit: 
https://shiftintowinter.ca 

DB – Q – With the wider blades/wings on the plows it seems more of them are ending up in the ditch. 
JO – A - Of the three that ended up in the ditch last winter, one was related to driver inexperience and 
two were forced off the road.  One by a car hauler and one by a loaded cattle hauler. 
 
DB – C – Mainroad has been doing a great job recently.  Anita agreed.  Joe said the feedback meant a lot. 
  

http://www.evcnpvoice.com/
https://www.elkriveralliance.ca/
http://www.eastkootenaycolumbia.com/
https://shiftintowinter.ca/


 

www.evcnpvoice.com Page 3 of 17 
 

 
Roundtable 

Bev M – A few upcoming Sparwood Chamber events include the Light up a Child’s Life Campaign, 
collecting for the food bank and Toys for Tots, judging and seniors’ tour of decorated homes and an Ugly 
Sweater Contest. 
 

Lori L – Nothing additional to add. 
 

Mandy M – Excited to be a part of the Closure Task Group and the COIAI and sees them as positive 
initiatives.  She is looking forward to more meetings. 
 

Shelley W – Found the meeting to be another positive one.  She thanked Teck for having an arborist 
come to the Michel Creek and GN Road properties to assess for danger trees.  There have been some 
dust issues and some concerns with speed on the road. 
 

Leala T – Looking forward to her time on the Committee. 
 

Janice T – A good meeting with great presentations.  She is looking forward to the next one. 
 

Bev B – Has been coming to these for a while and is thankful to be included.  It was good to hear positive 
feedback for Mainroad who have a very tough job to do. 
 

Shar C – Thanked the presenters.  This helps to understand some issues on the other side of the BC/AB 
boarder.  Merry Christmas to all. 
 

Glen H – Thanked everyone on behalf of the residents of Corbin.  Teck is very open and responsive and it 
is good there are portals to express concerns and have them acted on. 
 

Scott R – Thanked everyone and especially Mainroad for their focus on safety.  We have to remember 
that safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
 

Randal M – Thankful for the invitation and thanks to the presenters. This was his first meeting. 
 

Joe J – Thanked the attendees, presenters and Teck. 
 

Cal M – It was a good meeting. 
 

Dave B – Enjoyed the diversity of topics. 
 

Michelle S – The meeting held a lot of value.  Thank you to Teck for hosting. 
 

Joe O – It was a good meeting with good speakers.  Thank you from Mainroad for the opportunity to 
share.   
 

Terry A – The meeting was great.  Agreed with previous compliments to Mainroad and commended 
them for being out there trying to manage Canadian winter roads. 
 

Scott B – Teck and the District of Elkford have come to an agreement to put a temporary worker 
accommodation in Elkford.  A social impact study is being done and an Open House for the public with 
taking place December 12.    The new Elkford District office is under construction.  It will consume 30% 
less energy than the current one. 
 

Gord G – The Elkford ATV Club participated in the Grizzly Bear Study again.  425 hair samples were 
collected from 35 rub stations.  250 hours were volunteered and 3200 km were covered.  Thanks to Teck 
for providing funding to feed the volunteers.  Thank you to all of today’s presenters. 
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Ayla B – Thanks to Anita and Sharon for arranging this and for the invitation to speak.  It was a very 
diverse group with lots of constructive discussion. 
 

Ange Q – Thanks for the invitation to participate.  It was very beneficial. 
 

Sean C – Thanks to Sharon and Anita for the opportunity to talk about the Investment Coop.  Thanks to 
the other presenters for sharing. 
 

Kerri W – Loved the meeting.  It is great to be on the COIAI Steering Committee.  Kerri was pleased that 
the KNC and the Provincial and Federal governments recently signed the ‘Ktunaxa Nation Rights 
Recognition & Core Treaty Memorandum of Understanding’.  For more information visit:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-
nations/agreements/ktunaxa_rights_recognition__core_treaty_mou_-_dec_2018.pdf 
 

Noah S – Thanked the presenters. 
 
Vickie T – Is happy to be here because she is learning lots from everyone. 
 
Kim B – Feels the advocacy for childcare is working.  The Province is listening.  Funding is becoming 
available to decrease the cost of childcare spaces and for topping up wages.  The Elkford Housing Society 
is very close to having a piece of property secured for a senior housing project. The development of a 
scope of work will start soon. 
 
Sharon S – Really enjoyed the presentations and discussions. She thanked everyone for their 
participation. 
 
Anita P – Loved the broad spectrum of topics presented.  Thank you to the presenters and participants. 
Acknowledgement and thank you to Sharon for being the ‘glue’ to hold the Initiative together. 
 

Closing Remarks 

Everyone was invited to have lunch and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
Meeting ended around 12:10 

 
Next Steering Committee meeting will be March 2019 
Next Meeting of the Partners will be  July 2019 
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December 5, 2018 Advisory Partners Meeting Attendance 

Name Representing Email 

Anonson, Terry Aboriginals/Metis/Elkford  

Bauer, Kim Social Services/Elkford  

Beeching, Scott District of Elkford  

Bellina, Bev School District #5  

Bennett, Ayla Elk River Alliance/Fernie  

Beranek, David Southern Guides  

Campbell, Sean Community Futures - EK  

Cartwright, Shar Community Futures - CNP  

Galloway, Gordon Motorized Rec/Elkford  

Hutton, Glen Closure Task Group  

Jarina, Joe District of Sparwood  

Katrichak, Helga Resident of Sparwood  

Lemke, Lori Elkford Chamber  

Macnair, Randal Wildsight  

MacNaughton, Bev Sparwood Chamber  

McDougall, Cal Resident of Sparwood  

McGregor, Mandy District of Elkford  

O’Connor, Joe MainRoad  

Palmer, Anita Education/RDEKA  

Podrasky, Kevin Teck Closure Task Group  

Qualizza, Mayor Ange City of Fernie  

Robinson, Scott Community Safety/Fernie  

Schalekamp, Michele District of Sparwood  

Schuh, Noah Youth/CNP  

Strom, Sharon Teck Social Responsibility  

Talarico, Janice Interior Health  

Thomas, Vickie Ktunaxa/Aqam  

Tomlinson, Leala Interior Health/Sparwood  

Wall, Kerri Interior Health/Fernie  

Ward, Dean Municipality of the CNP  

Wedderburn, Shelley MCR Residents/Sparwood  

Wiess, Danielle Teck Social Responsibility  

 
Unable to attend: 

Name Representing Email 

Christensen, Jason Municipal Gov’t/Sparwood  

Drain, Joanne Seniors/CNP  

Howse, Simon Business/Housing/Fernie  

Milligan, Nic Teck Social Responsibility  
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Teck 
Presentation 
 

Slides 1 & 2 

  

Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 
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Slides 7 & 8 

  

Slides 9 & 10 

  

Slides 11 & 12 
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Slides 13 & 14 

  

Slides 15 & 16 

  

Slides 1 & 2 
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Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6  

  

Slides 7 & 8 
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Slide 9 & 10 

  

Slides 11 & 12 

  

Slides 13 & 14 
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Slides 1 & 2 

  

Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 
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Slides 7 & 8 

  

Slide 9 

 

 

Slides 1 & 2 
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Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 

  

Slides 7 & 8 
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Slides 9 & 10 

  

Slides 11 & 12 

  

Slides 13 & 14 
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Slides 15 & 16 

  

Slides 17 & 18 

  

Slide 1 & 2 
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Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 

  

Slides 7 & 8 
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Slides 9 & 10 

  

Slides 11 & 12 

  

Slides 13 & 14 
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