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Minutes of Meeting 

Location:  Park Place Lodge Fernie 

      The Cedar Room 

Date: Dec 11, 2019 Time:  9:00 a.m.  
– 12:30 p.m. 

Purpose:  Second 2019 Biannual Meeting Version:  Final 

Attendees:  See attached  Issue date:   February 25, 2020 

 
The meeting began shortly after 9:00 am 
 

Introductory Remarks 

Chair, Anita Palmer, welcomed the attendees and noted where the restrooms and exits were located.  It 
was acknowledged that the location of the meeting is Traditional Territory of the Ktunaxa Nation. Anita 
was pleased to share that in order to support the integration of public awareness and knowledge of 
regional indigenous peoples and ongoing reconciliation, the Communities of Interest Advisory Initiative 
(COIAI) Steering Committee (SC) will be working with Vickie Thomas, the Ktunaxa Nation rep on the SC 
to arrange Indigenous Culture Awareness workshop in the New Year.  Anyone interested in participating 
can contact Sharon Strom at:  sharon.strom@teck.com 

Safety Share 

Dave Beranek reminded everyone to ensure their vehicle’s headlights and taillights are kept clean.  This 
time of the year, they can quickly become dim with the snow, slush and calcite on the roads. 

Communities of Interest Advisory Initiative (COIAI) Update – Anita Palmer, Chair 

Following an introduction of the Steering Committee members and self-introduction of attendees, Anita 
provided a SC update highlighting that the Initiative will be heading into its 8th year of quarterly SC 
meetings and biannual Partners meetings. 

The Elkford Housing Society (EHS) was developed from a conversation between then Elkford Councillor, 
Denise Bertrand and this group’s Healthcare Task Force.  Teck has committed to donating the land for 
the site of a seniors’ housing complex in Elkford.  The EHS has secured a Project Manager who will be 
applying for major funding for the project. 

The Healthcare Task Force plans to meet in January to determine how the COIAI SC can support the 
regional Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA).  The group was pleased to have representatives 
from CMHA Kootenays to share information on their services. 

An action item arose at the November SC meeting for which Fernie Mayor Qualizza was contacted.  
Scott Robinson, the SC Community Safety rep recognized possible hazards with the Lizard Creek Bridge 
construction that did not get completed before winter.  Mayor Qualizza and Sharon Strom, along with 
Andy Cohen from Resorts of the Canadian Rockies who also voiced concerns, will be meeting with a 
number of representatives from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure on Thursday to 
address concerns and safety measures being taken. 

Sharon will be arranging a tour of some of Teck’s water treatment facilities for the SC in the New Year as 
well and would like to extend the invitation to others who want to join them.  Email Sharon if you’d like 
to go. 
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Teck in Review (see attached) – Nic Milligan, Manager Social Responsibility 

Nic provided the group with an update on Teck.  It included information on Teck’s financial position, the 
steelmaking coal market, RACE21 and the Elk Valley Water Quality Plan, among other topics. The 
presentation can be found at the end of the minutes. 

Teck Castle Project – Norm Fraser, Lead Indigenous Initiatives 

Norm introduced the Fording River Operations (FRO) Castle Project to the group.  He talked about Teck 
Coal’s economic contributions to the area, the Project location, planning and design status and the 
required Environmental Assessment (EA).  The presentation can be found at the end of the minutes. 

Questions, Answers and Comments (Q, A, C) 

C – Mayor McKerracher – Air monitoring systems like the ones in Sparwood need to be placed around 
Elkford.  There is more dust in the community and on vehicles coming from the Greenhills spoil.  There 
has been a lot of wind. 

C – Councillor Christensen - They are needed in RDEKA as well.  There is an increased amount of dust on 
his home on the Lower Elk Valley Road. 

Q – Kristie Williams – What type of particles is in the dust and is there a health affect? 

A – NF – There is currently a Human Health Risk Assessment underway by qualified third party experts. 

Q – Mayor McKerracher – Is the Castle Project on the list for a Federal Government review?  How far 
down the valley south will it go? 

A – NF – The Project is below the threshold requiring Federal review. The Project will not go beyond 
Chauncey. 

Q – Mike Low – Why does it take so long to go through the EA process now when it used to take only a 
couple of years? 

A – NF – The level of effort required has increased significantly.  In 1972, the EA report consisted of one 
binder.  For the last Line Creek Operations (LCO) EA, a U-Haul would have been required for the binders. 

Q – Blair Chatterson – How will you replace the winter range the Project will get rid of?  There is not a 
lot of winter range around the FRO. 

A – NF – Teck recognizes the impacts and how important the grasslands are.  The designs are being 
evaluated so there is the least amount of impact possible. 

Teck Feedback Report – Sharon Strom 

There were 58 items of feedback received through Teck’s feedback mechanism from July to current 
date. 

Sparwood – 52 – 6 about visible dust above Elkview Operations (EVO), 2 about dust on vehicles, 7 about 
dust from EVO’s Lagoon D dust event on November 9th and 35 requests for cleaning exteriors of homes, 
1 about a dirty Teck contractor parked at multi-unit dwelling, 1 of Teck contractors taking up mall 
parking space and leaving their vehicles overnight 

Elkford – 2 – 1 request for cleaning exterior of home, 1 submission of photos of coal dust on children’s 
play equipment 
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Fernie – 2 – 2 complaints about dirty Teck/Teck contractor vehicles parking at two separate multi-unit 
dwellings 

Grave Lake – 2 – both about film of coal dust on lake 

Harm Reduction Program (see attached) – Jenn Driscoll, Regional Harm Reduction Coordinator Interior 
Health (IH), Alison Ko, Health Outreach Nurse IH, Jenn Sosnowski, MHSU & OAT Clinic Administrative 
Services, Clinical Operations, IHA 

The presentation on the Harm Reduction program started with a definition of the term then outlined 
harm reduction based services that are offered in the region, including the distribution of Nalaxone kits.  
Statics on overdoses in the Province and in the East Kootenays from 2016-2019 were shared. It was 
reinforced that one key to harm reduction is the need to remove the stigma around substance abuse 
because stigma can have profound effects on one’s health. 

Q – Jason Christensen – What age group does the Harm Reduction Program target? 

A – JD – Surprisingly, it is not the youth who are dying.  Adults who were prescribed opioids for chronic 
pain then taken off of them by their physician, move on to elicit drugs.  It is not the best practice to cut 
people off of their pain meds without assisting them with chronic pain management. 

Q – Kristie Williams – How does one reach out to someone in need of the services? 

A – JD – Accessing services is totally voluntary.  The intake must come from the person.  Kerrie Wall - 
Supervisors can only be provided with resource material. 

Q – Cal McDougall – What is the shelf life of Naloxone? 

A – JD – Two years 

Life Kits – Kristie Williams, BC Emergency Health Services Community Paramedic 

The Life Kit is a plastic envelope which contains important personal and medical information about a 
person. The form is easy to read and fill out, and includes questions about who should be contacted in 
case of emergency as well as details on medications and health history. 

Once the two-sided sheet is completed, the form should be placed in the top right-hand side of your 
fridge.  The location should be consistent to make it easy for First Responders to find the kit.  Stickers 
indicating a life kit is available are to be placed on your front door and fridge. 

In the event of a personal emergency, First Responders will immediately know that all your information 
is in one place. The kit is a one-point of reference package that could provide vital information to 
emergency personnel in a very timely manner. 

Q – Anita Palmer – If more than one person is in the home, should there be separate Life Kits? 

A – KW – Yes, but they should be placed in separate areas and clearly marked so they don’t cross over. 

C – Anita Palmer – There is no Community Paramedicine (CP) service to Grasmere. 

C – KW – Approach BCHES and ask if Fernie CP can extend their reach to include Jaffray, Grasmere and 
Elko.  It is hard to stabilize the staff in rural communities because the hours are part-time. 

Q – Mayor McKerracher – What is in the Life Kits and how much do they cost? 

A – KW – The kits are free as part of a program with funding from the United Way and other 
organizations.   The Life Kit is a plastic envelope which contains important personal and medical 
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information about a person. The form is easy to read and fill out, and includes questions about who 
should be contacted in case of emergency as well as details on medications and health history. 

Mental Health (see attached) – Natalie Hake, Administrator of Crisis Services, Canadian Mental Health 
Association (CMHA) Kootenays and Arielle Dyment, Manager of Public Education CMHA  

The Vision and Mandate of the CMHA Kootenays was shared with audience, along with some general 
information about the charitable organization.  The CMHA Kootenays offers 29 programs/services 
throughout the Elk Valley and as far out as Golden and Grand Forks.  Some of the many services were 
described including:  housing services, women’s services, volunteer services, youth services and mental 
health services.  The importance of public education for mental health awareness was expressed. A few 
upcoming events were noted.  The presentation ended with the contact information for Natalie and 
Arielle and the invitation to take some of the pamphlets they made available. 

Q – Kristie Williams – Is the Senior Friendly Visitor (SFV) program available in Sparwood or other Elk 
Valley communities? 

A – NH – No it isn’t yet but they would like to see the services expand. 

C – Anita Palmer – Perhaps the Communities of Interest Advisory Initiative (COIAI) Health Care Task 
Force which intends to support Mental Health awareness/initiative can help support the SFV in the Elk 
Valley. 

Canadian Adaptive Network (see attached) – Brad Parsell, Canadian Adaptive Network Board Member 

Brad explained that an accessible community should be determined by the community’s values with 
consideration that accessibility is a Human Right.  An outline of what it takes to develop a successful 
accessible community was shared.  Brad explained about the innovative research that was done in 
Fernie to assess the community and not just buildings and how the community scored.  The wish is for 
accessible facilities to follow universal design principles that are intuitive and welcoming.  The 
presentation ended with thanks being given to funding providers who made the study possible.  

Roundtable  - an opportunity to comment on the meeting and/or to share information 

Randal M – the work of those participating in the Elk Valley Cumulative Effects Management Framework 
is coming to fruition.  Sheep habitat is high on the radar as is understanding the effects recreation and 
industry have on habitat. 

Norma M – would like to hear more of what Teck is doing or not doing for the communities. 

Dean M – the presentations were a good source of knowledge.  Good to see work being done on 
accessibility.  Ambulance services are changing with new regulations that will affect all communities 
without paramedics. 

Tyler M – the presentations were really good but would have liked more from Teck.  New to the District 
of Elkford staff. 

Cal M – a good, broad spectrum of presentations. 

Doug N – from the presentations it appears there are good opportunities for collaboration with the BC 
Community Response Networks. 

Dave W – it was good to hear from Nic and Norm but it would be good to hear from other Teck 
representatives as well. 
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Scott R – it is good to get other groups together to share information. 

Ange Q – thanks for the presentations.  They were all good.  Remember to bring non-perishable items to 
the CP Holiday Train as it stops in Sparwood and Fernie tonight. 

Shantelle W – thanks for the invitation.  The presentations around mental health and Life Kits create 
good opportunities for discussion and collaboration. 

Sarah-Jane N – the presentations were really good.  There is a strong association between those who are 
isolated and mental health issues. 

Brad P – thanks for the invitation.  It was very informative.  The Fernie Chamber of Commerce’s focus is 
on labour shortage in the 2020 Strategic Plan. 

Bev M – the presentations were great. 

Patty V – great presentations.  Pray for snow. 

Beth M – a brochure is available on the past and future work on the Westslope Cutthroat Trout research 
initiative.  There will be a community night and Patagonia film screening January 31 at the Arts Station. 

Natalie H – this was a great opportunity to talk about mental health and educate people on the effects 
of stigma. 

Arielle D – thanks for having us. 

Doug W – great presentations, thanks. 

Shelley W – would like to see more information about what is happening that affects Michel Creek Road 
residents. 

Simon H – thanks. 

David B – it will be good to take some of this information to the Teck workforce and Health & Safety 
department.  We need to figure out how we can utilize what we learned today. 

Blair C – good presentations, learned a lot. 

Santo R – very informing. 

Rosa R – this is a great avenue for exposure to all that is offered here. 

Lois H – thanks for putting together an excellent agenda.  The speakers were excellent but at times hard 
to hear. 

Mary G – an incredible amount of information was provided.  It should be easily available for those who 
don’t search for help. 

Mike L – thanks for the opportunity to be here, learned a lot. A database to provide connectivity to all 
services offered is a good idea. 

Jen D – grateful for the opportunity to share and connect and be made aware of opportunities to 
collaborate. 

Lindsay C – great information.  It is important not to be ignorant to the issues as they are not going 
away.  Speak the unspoken. 

Alison K – encouraged by everyone’s openness 

Jason C – thanks for the invitation.  Would like to see more presentations on Teck. 
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Anita P – the College of the Rockies Fernie Campus will be offering the Health Care Assistant (HCA) 
program again and four of the 16 seats are taken.  Please promote the program as there is a shortage of 
HCAs.  Thanks again to Sharon for making the meeting happen.  Be kind to one another.  We don’t know 
each other’s stories. 

Closing Remarks 

Everyone was invited to have lunch and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
Meeting ended at 12:05 pm and was followed by lunch and networking. 

 
Next Steering Committee meeting will be March 2020 
Next Meeting of the Partners will be  July 2020 
 

  

http://www.evcnpvoice.com/


 

www.evcnpvoice.com Page 7 of 23 
 

December 11, 2019 Advisory Partners Meeting Attendance 

Name Representing Email 

Austin, Deborah Interior Health Association (IHA)  

Barlow, Marni IHA  

Beranek, Dave Southern Guides/Outfitters  

Chatterson, Blair SDFWA  

Chatterson, Lindsay IHA Mental Health  

Christensen, Jason District of Sparwood  

Driscoll, Jen IHA  

Dyment, Arielle Canadian Mental Health Assoc. Kootenays (CMHAK)  

Fraser, Norm Teck  

Giuliano, Mary Canadian Adaptive Network (CAN)  

Hake, Natalie CMHAK  

Halko, Lois Sparwood  

Howse, Simon Housing/Business/Fernie  

Ko, Alison IHA  

Low, Mike CAN  

Macnair, Randal Wildsight  

MacNaughton, Bev Sparwood Chamber of Commerce/Tourism  

Madsen, Tyler District of Elkford  

McDougall, Cal Sparwood  

McDougall, Norma Sparwood  

McKerracher, Dean (Mayor) District of Elkford  

Milligan, Nic Teck  

Millions, Beth Elk River Alliance (ERA)  

Nelson, Sarah-Jane Elk Valley Harm Reduction Collaboration  

Newberry, Doug BC Community Response Networks (CRN)  

Palmer, Anita Education/COTR/RDEKA  

Parsell, Brad CAN/Fernie Chamber/Tourism  

Pearson, Cindy Capasiti/Fernie  

Qualizza, Ange (Mayor) City of Fernie  

Robinson, Scott Community Safety/RDEKA  

Rocca, Rosa Maria Sparwood CRN  

Rocca, Santo Sparwood  

Schalekamp, Michele District of Sparwood  

Sosnowski, Jenn IHA  

Strom, Sharon Teck  

Swanson, Stella CAN  

Vadnais, Patty North Coal  

Wall, Kerri IHA Healthy Communities  

Wedderburn, Doug Sparwood  

Wedderburn, Shelley Michel Creek Road (MCR) Residents/Sparwood  
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Weiss, Shantelle Elkview Lodge/Fernie  

Whidden, Jared Teck/Crowsnest Pass  

Wilfong, Marie ERA  

Wilks, Dave (Mayor) District of Sparwood  

Williams, Kristie BC Emergency Health Services (EHS)  

 
Unable to attend: 

Name Representing Email 

Anonson, Terry Metis Nation BC/Elkford  

Bauer, Kim Social Programs/Elkford  

Bertrand, Denise Motorized Rec/Elkford  

Drain, Joanne Seniors/Crowsnest Pass  

Schuh, Noah Youth/Crowsnest Pass  

Thomas, Vickie Ktunaxa Nation/Cranbrook  

Tomlinson, Leala IHA/Sparwood  
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Teck and 
Castle Project 
Presentations 
 

Slides 1 & 2 

  

Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 
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Slides 13 & 14 
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Slides 17 & 18 
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Slides 19 & 20 

  

Slides 21 & 22 

  

Slides 23 & 24 
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Slide 24 & 26 

  

Slides 27 & 28 

  

Slides 29 & 30 
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Slides 31 & 32 

  

Slides 33 & 34 

  

Slides 35 & 36 
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Slides 37 & 38 

  

Slide 39 & 40 

  

Slides 41 & 42 
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Mental 
Health 
Slides 1 & 2 

  

Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 
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Slides 7 & 8 

  

Slides 9 & 10 

  

Slides 11 & 12 
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Slides 13 & 14 

  

Slides 15 

 

 

CAN 
Slide 1 & 2 
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Harm 
Reduction 
Slides 1 & 2 

  

Slides 3 & 4 

  

Slides 5 & 6 
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